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Cash Rounding: What You Need to Know
The U.S. has retired the penny. Here's how it affects your purchase.
Am I paying more because of rounding?
Not overall. Rounding goes both directions—sometimes your total rounds down (you pay less), sometimes it rounds up (you pay more). Mathematically, four digits round down and four round up, so it evens out over time. The maximum difference on any transaction is just two cents.
How does rounding work?
Only your final cash total is rounded (not individual items). The last digit determines the direction:
	Rounds DOWN (You Save)
	Rounds UP (You Pay More)

	Ends in  1, 2, 6, or 7
	Ends in  3, 4, 8, or 9

	$12.41 → $12.40  (save 1¢)
	$12.43 → $12.45  (pay 2¢ more)


Totals ending in 0 or 5 are already even — no rounding needed.
	💡  GOOD TO KNOW:  Card, Apple Pay, and other digital payments are never rounded.
       You'll always pay the exact amount when you don't use cash.


Why does my receipt show a different amount than what I paid?
Your receipt shows the exact pre-rounded total for your records. The amount you pay in cash is the rounded total. Some receipts show both amounts with a "cash rounding adjustment" line—this is normal and helps with transparency.
Is this an official policy? Where can I learn more?
Yes. The Common Cents Act is proposed federal legislation to retire the penny and establish nationwide rounding rules. Until federal guidelines are enacted, rounding policies may vary by state. For the latest information, visit CommonCentsAct.com.
What should I do with my pennies?
Pennies remain legal U.S. currency—they're not worthless! Here are your options:
•  Deposit them at your bank (most accept rolled coins)
•  Donate them — many charities and schools are running penny drives
•  Use coin machines at grocery stores (small fee may apply)
•  Keep special ones — wheat pennies and older coins may have collector value
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Questions? Just ask! We're happy to help.
[Your address or website here]
